
2019 wrap-up
Take a look back at some 
great moments and events.

same name, 
different game.
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someone poisoned me? 
An EDA employee reflects on  
a time in which they believed 
they were being poisoned.

spotlight



family & friends
in the workplace

Article Written By:

Bret Roberts

Have you ever wondered what life in an alternate 
dimension would look like? A dimension in which even the 
smallest of changes could have drastically altered it from 
our own? 

This concept has been around for ages, and has been used in comics, 
games, movies, and even popular TV shows like Rick and Morty and 
Stranger Things.

A little while back, Graphic Designer Ryan Rodriguez called me 
over to his desk to show me something he found strange. What he 
showed me left me dumbfounded, gazing into his computer monitor 
as if it were a portal to an alternate dimension...
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On the screen was a Facebook page titled EDA Contractor 
Team. Although I have only been with EDA for a few months, 
I’m no stranger to our former logo. I see it in old marketing 
material, stamped on equipment in the shop, and even on 
the clothing of my fellow employees from time to time. Never 
did I think I would see it emblazoned on the chest of a bright, 
high-vis bicycle uniform. The sight simply broke my brain. 
As Ryan scrolled through the page, I saw even more photos 
of bicyclists donning our logo. It was even printed on water 
bottles! The strangest part might have been that the posts 
on the page...were written completely in Spanish! I looked at 
Ryan with uncertainty and asked what exactly I was seeing. It 
was a South American EDA Contractors cycling team?! I was 
thinking to myself: was he pulling one over on me? Was this 
some elaborate prank on the new guy?  
I needed answers.

Ryan assured me that although unbelievable, the Facebook 
page was indeed real, and was discovered a few months ago 
by EDA’s Business Development, Cory Robbins. Cory and Ryan 
reached out to the South American cycling team to find out 
more information but received no response. EDA President, 
Ed DeAngelis, had no idea the team existed, nor could he 
explain how they found our old logo. Since there was no 
response from the cycling team, the case was left closed...
but now that Ryan brought this Bizarro World mystery to my 
attention, I needed to know everything about the EDA 
South American cycling team.

I started my investigation by searching the web for more 
information about the team. My attempts were futile. Since 
the cycling team shared the same name as our company, 
finding anything unrelated to us was impossible. My only 
hope was to reach out to the EDA Contractor Team Facebook 
page, just as Cory and Ryan did months before. I decided to 
take a different approach. As I mentioned before, the page 
admin wrote out every post in Spanish. With the power of 
Google Translate, I threw together my very own sentence 
introducing myself, explaining why I was so interested in them, 
and asking if they would be willing to answer a few questions. 
The admin of the Facebook page responded in less than 10 
minutes. The page’s admin refused to answer my questions 
through Messenger but explained that they would be happy 
to have a phone conversation via WhatsApp. I didn’t know 
how this conversation would work, since I only spoke English 
and they seemed to only speak Spanish. I knew that this was 
my only chance to find out more information about the elusive 
cycling team, so I asked around the office for a native Spanish 
speaker. I reached out to EDA Project Manager Miriam Alan 
Walls, who was happy to help me translate. With the help of 
the incredibly hospitable Miriam, I dialed the number and 
began my first phone call to what seemed like an alternate 
dimension EDA, one who rides on bikes rather than works  
on buildings. 

The phone call lasted maybe 20 minutes and when it was 
over, I left more than satisfied. You see, not only did we speak 
with the EDA Contractors Team Facebook page admin, we 
spoke with the main sponsor and creator of the team himself. 
Would you believe they are all one and the same? His name 
is Emilio Daniel Asconeguy, or EDA for short. Emilio was born 
in Uruguay but would eventually move to the United States. 
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He started his own construction company in 
Atlanta back in 2000, where he worked on 
home renovations, framing, and sheetrock. 
Emilio’s company was officially established in 
2006 and was incorporated in Georgia as EDA 
Contractors. So that explains the name, but 
why a cycling team? 

Cycling was always one of Emilio’s favorite 
pastimes, so much so that he decided to start 
his own team back home in Uruguay. The 
team consists of about 20-22 people from all 
over South America. Emilio’s EDA Contractors 
serves as the team’s sponsor, which explains 
the uniforms featuring our name. When 
the team needed new cycling uniforms to 
reflect his sponsorship, Emilio went to a 
custom manufacturer in Colombia. Emilio 
explained that the graphic designer from this 
manufacturer must have just pulled our EDA 
Contractors logo from the internet and ran 
with it. The team has done quite well, racing 
in countries like Uruguay, Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica, Dominican Republic, and even America. 

They have even had some big wins: first place 
in the Dominican Republic, fourth place in 
Costa Rica, and a huge victory in the recent 
2019 Athens Twilight Criterium in Georgia, 
in which team member Roderick Asconeguy 
took 1st place! 

So, in the end, it seems our former EDA 
logo was used at the fault of a lazy graphic 
designer in Colombia. The logo has since 
been replaced on their uniforms, but the 
name EDA Contractors Inc. remains. If there 
is anything to learn from this, it is that it is 
always better to inquire rather than jump to 
conclusions. When he was first told about the 
EDA Contractors cycling team, Ed DeAngelis 
didn’t respond by screaming and threatening 
litigation against Emilio’s team. He encouraged 
me to reach out and find more information 
about them, and actually offered to give the 
team new swag with our current logo. Maybe 
if we all responded like this, with query rather 
than anger, we as a society would get along 
much easier.

Did you know 1 in 5 people in the Philadelphia area faces 
hunger? The struggle of hunger not only affects one’s health 
but the opportunity to flourish in education and financial 
growth. The EDA Champions Committee decided to help 
fight hunger by partnering with Philabundance, a hunger relief 
organization by launching an EDA company-wide food drive.

The EDA Champions purpose is to help spread the EDA Way 
and with the help of all of our employees, we were able to 
extend care and positivity to many people facing hunger in 
the Philadelphia and Delaware County areas. We surpassed  
our goal of 500 pounds of food by collecting a total of  
835 pounds of food! Wow! This is an amazing accomplishment.  
Thank you, EDA Family, for the care you have shown.

food drive.

Sade Carmichael

Article Written By:
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trunk-or-treat.
Despite some autumn showers, the EDA Fun Committee 
hosted its first ever Trunk-or-Treat event on Sunday, October 
20th inside the EDA warehouse. Undeterred by the weather, 
many EDA employees and their families attended to take part 
in the frightful festivities. There were creepy carnival games 
and prizes, a haunted bounce house, spooky photo op, and 
plenty of Trunk-or-Treat goodies to be had.

Eleven cleverly curated trunks lined the shop, and it was clear 
that these volunteers set the bar high. There was a ghoulish 
witch’s lair, a sweet safari, and even Rambo, if he were a 
dog, but none could compare to the front runner’s creative 
confections. Taking first place and the coveted best trunk 
trophy was “Candyland” by Bill Harr and family. Not to be 
outshined by the best trunk, Jen Isopi’s son Ryan Pfeifer stole 
hearts and took home first place in the kids costume contest as 
a little Oompa Loompa.

Be sure to check the EDA Alliance for 
upcoming Fun Committee events in  
2020 you won’t want to miss!

Colleen Pannulla

Article Written By:
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Q & A
time

Kenny Smith
Carpenter

Favorite Value

Be Passionate

Favorite Movie

Silence of the Lambs 

Favorite Season 

Spring

Favorite Animal

Grey Wolf

Favorite Artist/Band?

Circa Survive

If you had a super power, 
what would it be?

Teleportation

Favorite Cartoon as a Child?

Rugrats

If you could go anywhere 
in the world, where would 
you go?

Greece

What is your dream car?

1987 Buick Grand  
National GNX

What is something you have 
always wanted to do?

Skydive over Victoria Falls, 
South Africa
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That’s all I could think of when my wife found me on 
the bathroom floor, asking what was happening. It all 
started in Manhattan back in 2011, when I was working 
with a commercial solar panel installation business. I was 
attending business meetings on Park Avenue in New 
York City. Everything was going great, we were pitching 
to investors and potential clients. We had a whole day 
planned, it was like a dream come true but then it turned 
into a nightmare. 

think someone is trying 
to poison me.

someone is trying 
to poison me.

Article Written By:

Andrew Hamilton
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In the fall of 2008, two other guys and I met and put together 
a startup focused on commercial solar panel system design 
and installation. The three of us had gotten together at a 
cocktail party. My wife is a teacher and these guys were 
some of the parents of the kids that my wife has taught over 
the years. Manoj was the host and he was a very cool guy. 
Greeting everyone at the door, making drinks, and telling 
stories. Rajesh was another interesting attendee with his 
British accent and background in finance. The three of us had 
never met before this night and we hit it off immediately. We 
hung out until 3am, discussing the rise of the solar/PV industry 
in the United States and decided to make a go of it. It seemed 
like a natural fit. Manoj would handle sales and marketing, 
Rajesh would handle finance, and I would handle procurement 
and construction. We were able to raise $500,000 as an Angel 
Investment from another mutual friend and we were off. We 
landed our first project in Nesquehoning, PA about a year later 
in the fall of 2009. Everything went well and we got several 
other decent sized jobs, including KPMG in Montvale NJ and 
other large projects. 

Working in construction and being adventurous, I’ve always 
been willing to try new things to eat. I’ve eaten from the 
Roach Coaches on jobsites, had Dirty Water Dogs in the city, 
and frequented sketchy restaurants down the shore my whole 
life. The joke was that I could probably eat roadkill or so I 
thought. Now back to that day in the city in 2011. We had just 
sat down at our first meeting with investors that we hoped 
would fund several large projects in New Jersey. I opened with 
our experience and capabilities. Then Rajesh talked about how 
all the funds and expenses would be handled in a completely 
transparent way. Then just before Manoj went into his sales 
pitch, it hit me. Out of nowhere, I immediately started to sweat 
and felt dizzy. I excused myself to the rest room. I miraculously 
made it into the men’s room in time. I immediately started 
to vomit uncontrollably and could barely stand up. Luckily, 
I thought enough to throw my tie over my shoulder and 
managed to keep my shirt clean. Rajesh texted me and asked 
me if everything was ok. I texted back and said yes, and that I 
would explain later. After what seemed like an eternity, I made 
my way back to the conference room. For the rest of the day, 
Rajesh had to drag me from meeting to meeting and I ended 
up sleeping on windowsills and under conference tables when 
I could. Rajesh is about a foot shorter than I am, so it was 
a herculean task for him to drag me around. At one-point, 
Rajesh told my wife that “Andy fell sick”. Then it went away 
as quickly as it had come over me. That is until it happened 
again. This time it came over me while I was driving! I had all I 
could do to get my truck pulled over to the shoulder before 
I started vomiting again. Of course, people driving by honked 
their horns and gave me the thumbs up. The scary thing was 
that it would just come over me like a ton of bricks. It wouldn’t 
start slowly and ramp up. I didn’t start to feel a little queasy 
and nauseous. It would just happen, like zero to one hundred. 
I had no explanation. I do remember a sort of chemical taste in 
my mouth that I had never experienced before. That, coupled 
with the symptoms I had, led me to believe I was being 
poisoned, and that I was dying.

The third time it happened, I thought I had finally put it all 
together. Along the way, we ended up getting involved with 
all different kinds of people, and my mind started to wander. 
We were at a meeting and the hosts provided us coffee. They 
had someone in the office prepare and bring it in to us. Right 
after drinking mine, the feeling came over me again. My eyes 
darted around the room to determine who was behind this 
attempted “murder”. I rushed to the bathroom in the calmest 
way possible so as not to arise suspicion. My mind was racing. 
Did I see one of them motion to bring a specific cup of coffee 
to me, or was I imagining it? I wanted to get out of there as 
quickly as possible. I could barely drive myself home and I 
begged my wife to bring me to the emergency room. They 
performed all kinds of tests: Endoscopy, Colonoscopy, blood 
tests, etc. After all of that, they came up with nothing. 

My gastroenterologist suggested that I try eliminating gluten 
from my diet. I had never really heard or thought about 
anything like that before. So, I went home and stopped eating 
gluten and all those symptoms went away. I never had any 
more problems, unless of course I accidentally ate some form 
of gluten. As it turns out, I was poisoning myself! Through 
my research, I’ve found that gluten is in EVERYTHING; not 
just bread, pasta, and pizza. It’s in mustard, salad dressing, 
vinegar, all types of gravies, ketchup, beer and hard liquor, 
and the list goes on and on. There are some good foods that 
are gluten free and a lot of restaurants make accommodations 
if you ask, without a problem. It is amazing how many people 
know very little about the gluten dilemma, but more and more 
people seem to be coming down with symptoms of gluten 
intolerance. There are some positives for me. I’ve lost a lot of 
weight and I feel healthier. In closing, I must be very careful 
what I eat, because if I don’t, I’ll feel like I’m being poisoned.
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Matt Takacs
Roofer

Dave Danielwicz
Roofer

Brian Doogan
Randall Borbon

Carpenters

3rd leadership class.
On October 22nd, we held our third EDA Leadership Academy 
session at the Chubb Hotel & Conference Center. With the help 
of Team Builders Plus, our leaders worked together to build 
sixteen bikes for students of the Cinnaminson School District.
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Duck Sticker 
Winners



November
  1 - Timothy Weaver
  2 - Louis Cyr
  8 - Ian Dougherty
10 - Alex Santiago
12 - George Pingor
13 - Robert Donnelly
14 - Greg Saragossi
15 - Alexander Braccio
 Walter Pearsall

16 - Kevin Schwoerer
17 - Ulumie Pereborow
18 - Dwayne Murphy
20 - Anthony Melle
 Daniel Lazauskas
 Victor Goncalves
23 - Jonathan Malone
 Robert Cowan

24 - Joseph Weaver
 Randall Borbon
25 - Tyler Murphy
26 - Joseph Piston
 Lamont Vernon
28 - Joseph Russo
 Sebastian Hass
29 - Francisco Vargas-Rivera
30 - Darren Wilson
 Joseph Henderson

December
  2 - Stephen Christina 
  Michael Butler
  8 - Kevin Kratochvil
 Tim Killion
  

9 - Austin Erney
 Matthew Takacs
10 - Leonardo Pelaez
14 - Jesus Santiago
15 - Sunny Patel

22 - Andre Hall
23 - George Flanders
27 - Rodrigo Rodriguez
30 - Tony Nixon 
31 - Kevin Smith
 Andrew Terefenko

promotions | transitions | new hires
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Aous Hawli has joined the team as a Roofing Estimator
Erica Czerniak has been promoted to Accounting Manager
Darryl Catay has transitioned to Reporting Administrator
Karissa Czepiga has joined the team as Administrative Coordinator for Culture, 
Learning & Innovation

Scott Spicher
Office | 10 years | 11.30.09

Joe O’Donnell
Roofer | 5 years | 8.4.14

Ed Dever
Roofer | 5 years | 9.2.14

Kevin Schwoerer Jr.
Roofer | 5 years | 9.26.14

New Carpenters
Michael McNerey
Steven Nevins
Fernando Pinzon
Joseph Maier
Andrew Long
Steven Rule
Joseph Vaccarino

Benjamin Shipe
Robert Ruggiero
Ryan Rosario
Arthur Barnes
Kyle Kratzer
Bryan Smith
Daniel Tyburczy

New Roofers
Kurt DeLoach
Marcus Blanks
Thaddaeus Judd
Feim Kolari
Dzmitry Kochkin
Steven Pirylis
William Burton
Marcos Pagan

Duck Sticker 
New for 2020!

While the design has been 
updated, its message stays 

the same.

Continue to show you care 
by giving a Duck Sticker 

to someone who lives the 
EDA Way.



On November 19th, we held our 2nd annual Town Hall Meeting 
of this year at Broken Goblet Brewing. Thank you everyone for 
coming and attending the event, we look forward to seeing 
you at the next Town Hall!

Joe O’Donnell 
Kevin Schwoerer

Kevin Schwoerer Jr. 
Ed Dever

5 Year Anniversary Recipients: 
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bregenzer brothers
project photos.

reading with ed wyszynski
Ed Wyszynski does it all! Not only does he lead the crew that is 
replacing the Hopewell Public Library roof, he also made time 
to lead the children at storytime! Excellent job, Ed!

storytime.
Princeton University Chapel

Princeton University Chapel

Princeton University 
Nassau Hall

Rutgers University

The Lawrenceville School

Rutgers University



in the news.
upenn’s levin building 
is receiving the looks

It’s no surprise that the Stephen A. Levin Neural & Behavioral 
Sciences Building is an award-winning project. It’s beautiful! 
It’s accolades include the 2017 Architectural Institute 
of America’s Educational Facility Design Award and the 
2017 GBCA Construction Excellence Award. EDA were 
responsible for installing the façade panels on the six-story, 
$68.6-million, 78,000-square-foot building.

upcoming project 
takes flight

EDA is very excited to begin working on Newark Liberty 
International Airport Terminal One! The new terminal is 
designed to move 18 million passengers at full capacity. 
We will be responsible for the first 100,000 sf of panels on 
the new structure.

EDA President Ed DeAngelis was recently featured in a 
Forbes Leadership Strategy article titled “Construction 
Workers Need a Little Understanding, Too”. 

Check out this selection from the article: 
At the heart of his quest was a desire to 
move on from what he calls the “zero-sum 
game” for construction workers of doing an 
honest day’s work for an honest day’s pay. 
“Why are we not professionalising them 
when the reality of what they do is it’s 
dangerous for them — and for society? 
And very difficult,” he said. “They need 
to understand the value of what they 
do and part of that is who they are”.
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winners

Monthly winners are chosen 
for most interesting duck 

selfie or a picture of ducks at 
work or play.

You can email  
your duck selfie to 

edaduckselfie@edacontractors.com 
or use the  

#EDADuckSelfie & tag us on 
Twitter/Instagram by using  

@EDAContractors

#edaduckselfie

This December, members of the EDA Family delivered presents 
to the youth of The Bridge in Philadelphia. The day was filled 
with games, gifts, and great food! Special thanks to Turning 
Points for assisting us with organizing the event.

turning points.

October
Sue Ohlinger 

NORR

November
Ellen Onstad  
CSI Portland

“The reality of it is, you all 
have greatness in you. Trust 
it, believe it. You are good 

people. And you are going to 
do good things if you decide 

to put your mind to it.”  
-Ed DeAngelis
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a look back at 2019
yearly recap.
Wow... what a year! Together, we have made headlines, walked 
for good causes, hit the sea for some fishing, celebrated our 
anniversary, enjoyed some golf, made wishes come true, 
played Santa, dressed up in our best costumes, watched the 
Phillies give it their all, decorated our trunks, and even built 
bicycles for children. 
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